The paper discusses the expedition of the kingdom of Poland to Moldavia in 1497. The army of 50,000 included a detachment of courtiers (curienses) who were organised as the so-called court banner. It was a kind of royal guard of up to 2000 men. The army, led by the Polish king John I albert, set off at the beginning of June from Lviv, and on 24 september the troops began a siege of suceava, the capital of Moldavia. a well-fortified city was not captured and on 19 October the siege ended. during the retreat, on 26 October the Polish troops were attacked by the Moldavians and their allies in the cosmin Forest in bucovina (present-day ukraine). In the clash, the court banner played an important role, by saving the knights of the general levy from a complete defeat. In the central archives of Historical records in Warsaw there are registers of armaments lost in this battle by the curienses. The paper discusses the armaments of members of the court detachment and losses they suffered during the battle.
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THE POLISH COURT BANNER IN THE MOLDAVIAN EXPEDITION IN 1497
a4 lot has been said on the reasons for the expedition to Moldavia in 1497. The debate mainly concerns the aims of the campaign -whether it was the overthrow of the Moldavian prince (hospodar) stephen and replacing him with sigismund Jagiellon, or recapture of kiliya from the Turks. both cities that belonged to Moldavia were taken over by the Ottoman empire in 1484. Therefore, the Turks strengthened their position in the black sea region and took control over the trade on the rivers dnieper and dniester. In this way Moldavia lost not only a part of its own territory but also important sources of income. after the attack of the Turks, stephen turned to Hungary and Poland for help, as both countries claimed their rights for suzerainty over Moldavia. Mathias corvinus, involved into a war in austria, issued a protest to the sultan, accusing him of violating the territory of the Hungarian vassal. The country which was more profoundly involved into Moldavian affairs was Poland. stephen, endangered by a loss of the throne to Peter Hronoda, paid homage to casimir IV Jagiellon, king of Poland on 16 september 1485. Thanks to this, he received reinforcements of 3000 Polish soldiers, who helped in the war against Horonda.
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However, the forces were insufficient to take back kiliya and bilhorod. The next attempt at regaining control over the ports in 1497 was undertaken by John I albert (Jan Olbracht), king of Poland, son of casimir IV Jagiellon. However, in order to achieve this objective, it was necessary to subjugate Moldavia 3 .7 Preparations for the expedition started already in 1496 but entered a decisive phase in the spring of 1497. In March, the king was in Nowy korczyn where he ordered that the general levy should assemble in ruthenia on 21 May. However, the mobilisation proceeded with a delay, so it was only at the end of June that knights from Lesser Poland, ruthenia and Podolia started gathering in camps around Lviv. after the king had made an inspection of the troops, the army moved from Lviv east, in the direction of Gologory, where they camped on 27 June. The fact that such a direction of the march was taken means that previous plans were modified and that it was intended to march to Halich. a bridge was constructed near this town in order to facilitate the army's crossing of the dniester. From the vicinity of Gologory the army marched through Dunajów, Złotniki to reach Mogilnica on 18 July. There the king ordered a longer stop, because the general levy from Greater Poland who were marching separately were only in busko. Pressed by John I albert, Greater Poland's troops accelerated the pace of their march. Going through Gliniany and chernivtsi, they arrived in Mogilnica on 25 July. There, they joined the rest of the army. knights from Greater Poland were accompanied by mercenary soldiers. The king again inspected the state of his army. Next, the troops set off south and on 12 august they crossed the river dniester in the vicinity of chervonohorod. Then, the army marched from Horodenka (14 august) toward kocman. There, stephen's deputies arrived and informed John I albert that the hospodar did not want the Polish troops to pass through Moldavia. The king, irritated by this, ordered the imprisonment of the deputies, which meant an open conflict with the hospodar. From that time, stephen's troops commenced to attack the Poles, making use of hitand-run tactics. during the meeting held in the Polish camp it was decided to march to chernivtsi and continue along the left bank of the river Prut, toward kiliya. at the same time, after the advice of Jan Trnka, one of the commanders, it was decided to capture khotyn on the river dniester 4 . This task was entrusted to the general levy from Greater Poland. However, after their arrival, their commander Jan karnkowski decided that there was no way they could take the castle of khotyn fast enough. It was therefore decided to turn back to the main forces. at that time the main part of the army already reached Hadir on the river Prut. due to the failed attempt at occupying khotyn and continuous attacks of Moldavian cavalry, it turned impossible to continue the march toward the black sea ports, as it could easily lead to the army being cut off from the supply base. It was therefore decided to head toward suceava, the capital of Moldavia. If captured, it could become a base for further actions in the south against stephen the Great. Furthermore, stephen's position would certainly be weakened if the Polish troops were able to take his capital. after a decision to implement this concept had been made, John I albert's troops crossed the river Prut on 11-12 september and headed southwest. On 18-20 september the army crossed the river seret and captured a town of the same name Papée 1999, 134-141. 7 From königsberg (now kaliningrad in russia) a detachment of 400 men (cavalry and infantry) set off on 1 June. Near Halych it turned out that the state of health of Grand Master the army. Its size is not precisely known, and it is estimated that up to 2000 courtiers participated in the expedition. . In a Hungarian report a number of 50,000 is given. This estimation is accepted in the most recent literature 10 . regardless of conclusions concerning the numbers of John albert's troops, all researchers agree that never before Poland sent such a large army into this area. This is confirmed by the opinion of Polish captains (campiductores) who were believed to say that although they had already served in a number of armies, they had never seen such an enormous one 11 . The chief commander of this army was king John I albert. The 37-year-old ruler had military experience gained during his father's life, commanding a military defending the south-eastern part of the kingdom of Poland against Tatar invasions. In the years 1490-1492 he led an army in order to take over Hungary. Therefore, the expedition to Moldavia was not the first military operation he led. It should be noted, however, that he had never commanded such a large army before. direct command over mercenaries was taken by Jan Trnka of raciborzany, under whom Stanisław of Chodecz served. The latter was a, commander of troops guarding the south-eastern borders of the kingdom. The court banner was commanded by the court Marshall Rafał Leszczyński 12 . among the men in the entourage of the king there were many experienced knights.
The Polish army at suceava was deployed in 4 camps. Quickly prepared artillery posts allowed to begin bombardment of the fortress on 26 september in the evening. However, it did not bring expected results. all damages to the walls were immediately repaired by the Moldavians. additionally, defenders were also equipped with artillery and were responding with fire. a cannonball fired from a cannon at a castle killed a horse under one of the mercenaries, Johann von Tieffen did not allow him to participate in the expedition, so he returned to Lviv with the assist of dignitaries, and, possibly, a certain number of ordinary soldiers. Liborius Naker, a secretary of the Grand Master, records that 140 riders were sent to the king and with them there was a group of several commanders and important personalities mentioned by names. He also mentions the accompanying supply train. However, the number of infantry that eventually reached Moldavia is not known, Toeppen 1874, 306; O. Górka estimates that the Teutonic Order's detachment behind the Dniester was over 200 strong, Górka 1933, 12; Grabarczyk 2000, 248-250; Plewczyński 2002, 133; Grabarczyk 2010, 434 . It is unknown whether attackers confined themselves to artillery fire or any attempts at storming the fortress were undertaken.
The main problem for the Polish forces besieging the capital of Moldavia was the fact that it could not close the entire army of stephen behind the walls. The hospodar prepared a fortress well for defense, and most of his army was deployed about 100 km southeast of it, near roman. It should be noted that stephen's army was a considerable force of 44,000 soldiers, including Turkish, Tatar, Wallachian and Hungarian detachments. both the number and location of these troops greatly restricted the freedom of Polish actions around suceava 14 . The siege began to linger on, and therefore food and forage shortages were becoming increasingly common in John albert's army. The army was cut off from the supplies from ruthenia and was forced to search for supplies in the enemy territory. In the course of foraging, the Poles ventured into mountainous and forested areas, where they were attacked by stephen's troops. One of such foraging detachments, which reached as far 100 km south of Suceava, was defeated near Neamţ of Vladislaus Jagiellon they demanded the withdrawal of the Polish troops from Moldavia. In case of refusal, they threatened that the king of Hungary would personally go at the head of the army to support Hospodar stephen. John I albert, who already had a fever at that time, bent under pressure and commenced negotiations with the Moldavians. They concluded on 18 October with an agreement, by which the Polish army was to leave Moldavia, with a guarantee of a safe retreat.
The retreat of John I albert's army started on October 19. The first units which were to go back were troops from Greater Poland. On the following day, the second unit with John albert, the court banner and artillery set off. The third unit was composed of the knights from Lesser Poland, ruthenia and Podolia, and the last one were mercenaries and the detachments sent by the Teutonic Order. On their way north the royal army began heavy plundering 16 . The army divided into 4 parts reached an area near the village of Hlyboka on October 25. Great Poland's troops passed it and went on toward the town of chernivtsi. after crossing a two-mile forest, they encamped near the village of cosmin 17 . The king with the rest of the army stopped for the night at Hlyboka 18 . In the morning they broke the camp and proceeded along the road that was used the day before without any problems by the general levy from Greater Poland. There was no reason to expect an attack 16 . chroniclers agree that when the army reached the middle of the forest they were suddenly attacked by the Moldavians and their allies. The ambush was carefully prepared. Previously, the Moldavians undercut the trees and when the Poles appeared, the trees were overturned on them. This caused confusion and prevented any further movement along the road. almost simultaneously, there was an attack of infantry from the flanks and of the Moldavian cavalry troops on the rear-guard. The rear-guard which consisted of the mercenaries and the Teutonic knights did not manage to enter the gorge, at least not entirely, at the moment of attack 20 . being attacked from the flanks and from behind they found themselves in a very difficult position. unprepared to fight, without orders, they had to fend off the attack planned by the enemies. The Polish troops which were in the gorge fought their way toward cosmin. among them was the court banner which managed to escort the king to safety. On the other hand, the troops who just began entering the gorge -including the mercenaries and the Teutonic knights -turned south and were fending off the attack under the cover of wagons, in the same place where they spent the last night 21 . Having been separated from the rest of the army, they were in a desperate position. However, the court banner was sent to their rescue by the king after he had managed to get out of the gorge. The courtiers attacked the Moldavians unexpectedly and the enemies, challenged in the open space, were not able to repel the attack and rushed to escape. They were chased up to the river Seret, in which Jan Tęczynski, the courtiers' commander, lost his horse and was taken prisoner. Nevertheless, the attack of the courtiers should be considered successful as it saved the mercenaries from a total destruction.
19 Bielski 1856, 900; Kromer 1868 Kromer , 1332 Wapowski 1874, 29; Fischer 1902, 56-57; Korzon 1912, 193; Plewczyński 2002, 145. 20 The army of John I albert needed 6 hours to completely evacuate the camp, Fischer 1902, 56; Korzon 1912, 192 after the battle, the scattered Polish troops gathered north of cosmin forests, in a camp located probably near the village of korowia, from where they set off to chernivtsi on 27 October. The Poles were attacked by the Moldavians along the way. Finally, the royal army reached Tlumach, where on 5-7 November the troops were allowed to return home.
The register of horses and equipment lost by the courtiers has been unknown to scholars until now. This important source sheds some light on the participation of the court banner in the expedition to Moldavia, with special reference to the battle in the forests of bukovina. The register includes the losses suffered during the entire campaign and consists of 125 items. Its author mainly recorded lost horses, giving -in most cases -the amount of compensation to which a soldier was entitled for a lost horse. 123 horses were lost, including: 11 horses died on the way, 112 horses lost in the battle, including 63 killed and 49 captured by the enemy. 4 records concerning horses are vaguely worded or unclear, and it is impossible to tell what happened to those horses. among the lost horses were 29 large ones (so-called konie kopijnicze = equi hastarii) and 94 smaller ones (so-called konie strzelcze = equi sagittarii) 22 . apart from the information concerning the loss of horses, the register also includes information about lost crossbows and armour and occasionally helmets. compensation paid for large horses was in the amount of 18-20 florins, in one case it was 14 florins, for small horses -10 florins, and for smallest ones -7 florins. Other data in the register of losses concerns weapons. The register shows that 81 crossbows were lost in the clash near cosmin. The soldiers were given 30 groschen of compensation for one crossbow. Interestingly, the register mentions horsemen who lost more than one crossbow (in one case 2 crossbows and in the other one 3). In my opinion, this may mean that these combatants took part in several phases of the battle, complementing their equipment between those phases. In addition to crossbows, the register mentioned lost armours -8 full armours and 69 light armours were recorded. a smaller amount of equipment lost by heavily armed combatants results from the fact that they were in a minority in the cavalry. The heavily armed warriors were on average 13% of the mercenary troops 23 . The register also contains records of casualties. such information appears as if in passing, together with the description of the circumstances of the loss of a horse and weapons. Interestingly, it is striking that more attention is paid to horses and equipment than to courtiers who were killed or taken prisoner.
as the author of the register focused on equipment, records concerning the horsemen are not always conclusive. I assumed that apart from a direct statement that 22 aGad 134-142. 23 Grabarczyk 2015, 55-56. a horseman was killed or captured, also information that his horse was killed and his armour was lost was equivalent to the death of a given combatant, e.g., The horse was shot under the horseman on the battlefield, the armour was taken from him 24 . This assumption is supported by the notes which include the information that the horse and armour were lost but the horseman managed to survive, e.g., The horse [...] was captured in the battle and the horsemen escaped, the armour and two crossbows were left 25 . counting this way, we receive the following result: 41 killed horsemen (the record in the source: the horse and the horseman were killed) and 12 probably killed (the record: the horse was killed, the armour was taken). Furthermore, the register informs of 31 horsemen who were taken prisoner (the record: the horse was captured with the soldier and the armour was captured). The number of courtiers who were taken prisoner can probably be enlarged by further 12 people -this is the number that appeared in the notes: the horse was captured and the armour was captured 26 . Information about the capture of a horse and an armour and sometimes also a crossbow by the enemy without mentioning that a horseman managed to escape, can be treated as synonymous with the fact that he was taken prisoner.
The court banner lost a total of 96 men in the battle of cosmin. unfortunately, without information on the actual size of the entire detachment it is impossible to determine the percentage of casualties.
among the dead, only one horseman's name is known -Peter Wesel, a lancer. The losses of courtiers were greater than those of three mercenary detachment, for which analogical registers are available.
They inform us that 26-35 mercenaries were killed near cosmin, and 17-20 were taken prisoner. unfortunately, it is impossible to compare the percentages of losses. 24 However, in both formations more soldiers were killed than taken prisoner. concerning the mercenaries, there was 1 soldier taken prisoner for 1.5 killed, while for the courtiers this proportion was 1:1.2. Thanks to the register we also find out that the courtiers took part in the battle being divided into three detachments. The register recorded the names of their commanders: Hynek, Stanislaw Łącki (unfortunately, the third name is illegible) 27 . Histories of some of the participants in the battle which are included in the register of losses are exceptional for this period. attention is drawn in particular to the unusual records which offer more details on what happened to the soldiers: 28 . The register of losses should be considered unusual and interesting source. It contains a number of valuable and unique pieces of information on the participation of the court banner in the battle of cosmin. On the other hand, the information in the register should be compared with the data concerning the composition and size of this detachment in 1497. unfortunately, due to the lack of research on the court banner in the Middle ages, it is impossible to accomplish this task for the time being. 
